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13
Table Tennis
Snooker

20
Table Tennis
Snooker
Aviation

12
Handicrafts
German
Whist
Table Tennis Beg
Petanque 10 am

19

28
Ten Pin Bowling
Family History
Writing for Fun
Bridge
Painting

21
Ten Pin Bowling
Clock Repairs
Luncheon Club

14
Ten Pin Bowling
Bridge
Painting

7
Ten Pin Bowling
Meteorology
Wine Group

Wednesday

29
Ballroom Dancing
Country Dancing
Petanque 2 pm

22
‘Back to the Sixties’
Ballroom Dancing
Computers 1-3 pm
French Conversation
Music Appreciation
Petanque 2 pm

15
Local History
Maritime, Harwich
Ballroom Dancing
Country Dancing
Continuing French
Petanque 2 pm

8
Reading
Ballroom Dancing
French Conversation
Petanque 2 pm

1
Discussion
Poetry
Country Dancing
Continuing French
Petanque 2 pm

Thursday

30
Canasta

23
Sing for Pleasure
Mah Jong

16
Botany
Canasta

9
Sing for Pleasure
Mah Jong

2
Botany
Canasta

Friday

31

24

17

10

3

Saturday

Newsletter Editor: Mrs. Jan. Robertson, 6 Blenheim Close, Danbury, CM3 4NE Tel. 01245 225657

email Jan8085@aol.com

25

18
Strollers
Battlesbridge

11

4

Sunday

I try my utmost to get the calendar correct each month, but I would advise you to always check with your
co-ordinator as to the date of your next meeting.

26
Handicrafts
Local History
Astronomy
German
Whist
Table Tennis Beg.
Petanque 10 am

27
Table Tennis
Snooker
Theatre
‘Marriage of Figaro’

6
Table Tennis
Snooker
Luncheon Club
Gardening Plant Swop

5
Maritime
Petanque 10 am

Meeting 1.30 pm
Petanque 10 am

Tuesday

Monday
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CO-ORDINATORS
FROM THE CHAIR

Astronomy:

May I remind members that wearing of
name badges at meetings is a great help for
all of us. This helps not only in
conversations but when booking tickets etc.
So please remember your badges.
At the last month’s meeting some
confusion arose over the distribution of
newsletter by e-mail. The Exec-Committee
decided that these would not be sent out
until after the meeting so that members
attending would have first chance at
booking for events etc. Members who
attend meetings but have agreed to accept
e-mail newsletters are welcome to pick up
a hard copy (there will be enough printed
to cover this).
The Exec-Committee have many times said
they are available by a telephone call to
help with any members queries but, if you
wish to call anyone of them, please bear in
mind that even we like Sundays to be a day
of rest. If you really can’t wait until the
Monday please do not make it Early
morning, Lunchtime or Late evening.
Alan Buck
Email: alan-buck@talktalk.net
Petanque (Boule)
We have been challenged by the
Blackwater U3A to a ‘match’. To take
place early in October, date to be
confirmed soon. Are you interested in
playing for us? Please see me or let me
know, Barbara Arnold 01621 853866.
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Andy Mowbray is coming to give a
talk and slides "Apollo-Did they
really go?" Very topical, interesting
and not too taxing, so I hope lots of
people will come. He always gives
us a good show. Monday 28th Sept,
7.30pm, WMCC.

Family History
Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, 23rd September at
2.30 pm and will be held at 56
Augustine Way, Bicknacre.
Please bring your queries,
researches and personal histories.
Frank Stokes
Music Appreciation
The Music Group resumes meetings
on Thursday, 24 September, 2 pm at
Enid’s, 34 Chapel Road, Gt.Totham
when we look forward to seeing
every one again, complete with
music on the theme of The
Americas. For the first time for a
long while, we have room for two or
three new members, so if you are
interested, just give Enid or John a
ring and they will be happy to tell
you more about the group.

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Sec.
Speaker Sec.
Committee
Newsletter Editor

Alan Buck
Beryl McDonell
Pamela Turnbull
Rosemary Case
John Robson
Joyce Cotterell
Paul Costa
John Almond
Jan Robertson

WebMaster

John Bowen

Social Committee

Dorothy Denmark

01245 227709
01621 842093
01376 510084
01245 329435
01621 828236
01621 858287
01621 853893
Ex. Dir.
01245 225657
01245 224677
01245 223960

Astronomy

Molly Tring

01621 854732

Aviation

David Arnold
Fred Lane

01621 853866
01621 816181

Ballroom Dancing Jo Robson

01621 828236

Bird Watching

Pat Clements

01245 223427

Botany

Veronica Smith

01621 828176

Bridge

Sheila Epps

01621 850467

Canasta

Marian Manning
Margaret Dale

01621 828605
01268 765239

Clock Repairs

Stanley Clements

01245 223427

Computers

Jan Robertson

01245 225657

Desk Top Pub.

Jan Robertson

01245 225657

Discussion

Ray Harman

01621 891736

Family History

Frank Stokes

01245 223579

Continuing
French
French
Conversation

Sylvia Carpenter

01621 854905

Bill Stichbury

01621 855828

Gardeners

Jan Robertson

01245 225657

German

Jenny Plumb

01245 226112

Good Companions

Beryl McDonell

01621 842093

Handicraft

Marian Manning

01621 828605

Local History

Mary Burd
Alfred Couldrey

01621 843020
01245 226259

Luncheon Club

Mike Wood
Paul Costa

01245 222839
01621 853893

Mah-Jong

Molly Polden

01621 856507

Maritime
History

Malcolm Case

01245 329435

Meteorology

Malcolm Case
John Robson

01245 329435
01621 828236

Music
Appreciation

Enid Hall
John Skuse

01621 891618
01245 224059

Painting

Joyce Stokes

01245 223579

Petanque (Boule)

Barbara Arnold

01621 853866

Poetry

Jo Robson

01621 828236

Reading
2nd Thursday

Sheila Epps

01621 850467

Scottish
Dancing

Shirley
Grummett

01621 853288

Singles Dining

Sue Oram

01621 856899

Sing for
Pleasure

Sylvia Carpenter

01621 854905

Snooker

John Williams

01621 828461

Strollers

Gill Stone

01621 853948

Swimmers

Gill Rowsell

01621 740619

Table Tennis
Beginners

Gordon Hardy
Julie Doidge
Beryl McDonell

01245 223012
01621 841205
01621 842093

Ten Pin Bowling

David Arnold

01621 853866

Theatre Group

Enid Hall
Sheila Epps

01621 891618
01621 850467

Whist

Molly Polden

01621 856507

Wine Circle

Graham Boswell

01621 828874

Writing for Fun

Pat Sizer

01621 892201

Enid Hall and John Skuse
If for any reason you do not receive a posted newsletter within a week of the Meeting,
(if you did not attend the Meeting) please contact John Robson on 01621 828236

The Maldon Orchestra
This is a fun orchestra that has been running for nearly sixty years. We have
members of all ages and all abilities, but the main thing is we have fun.
If you are interested, or know someone else who plays an orchestral
instrument pho ne Molly Tring 01621 854732, or look on our web site. We
also need a conductor! www. maldonorchestra.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Purleigh Gardeners’ Society
Outing to
Audley End House & Gardens for their Autumn Event
Saturday, 26th September
Price £17
Contact: Jean Hustwayte on 01621 828423 for further details

Local & General History
On Monday 28 September we have our
outing to Copped Hall and Waltham
Abbey. We leave the West Maldon
Community Centre at 9 am and Eves
Corner Danbury at 9.10 am. We hope to
be back by 5.30 pm depending on traffic.
Contact numbers on the day are:
Michael – 07801 745244 and Mary –
07801 430566.
We next meet on Monday 26 October
when Stephen Nunn is returning to speak
to us. His talk this time is “Maldon
through the Lens”.
Maldon Little Ship Club at 2.00 pm –
All members are welcome.

BLACKWATER U3A
Contact:
Dorreen Linton, Chairman
01621 853428

SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS U3A
Contact
Heather Richardson Chairman
01245 320205

HEYBRIDGE U3A
Contact
Ruth Tyler, Chairman
01621 869865

NATIONAL OFFICE
19 East Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1QH
Tel 020 8466 6139
Email national.office @u3a.org
Web site www.u3a.org .uk
Resource Centre: email: resource.centre@u3a.org.uk

Deadline for next newsletter: Friday, 9th October
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Mary Burd

Strollers
Sunday 18 October
Battlesbridge – approx 3.75 miles
Meet in the car park adjacent to the tall
black building in the Antique Centre for
10.30 am start. A similar walk to that
taken in the Spring, but hopefully not so
muddy!
The pub on the Antiques site has to be
booked in advance and is usually fully
booked. There is a cafe on the antiques
site which serves light snacks or The
Hawk public house is approximately
5 minutes walk from the car park.
For further information contact
Michael Manning on 01621 828605.
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Botany Group
Following a very successful start in
May, the botany group finished the
first term with two field trips. The
first to Chigborough Lakes on a
lovely sunny day yielded 18 ‘new’
plants identified. The second to
Tiptree Heath was shorter but even so
provided 10 plants to puzzle over.
Since its formation, members of the
group have learnt a lot about plants,
especially flowers and their
structures, and looked closely at
several Families. Scientific
terminology and Latin names hold no
terrors now! As a result, they have
become much more confident in
using Floras to identify unfamiliar
specimens.
The group will continue to meet on
the 1st and 3rd Friday of every month,
between 10.0am and 12.00am at
W.M.C.C. New members are very
welcome. No prior knowledge is
required as each session is almost
‘stand-alone’. Please contact
Veronica Smith on 01621 828176 for
more details.

Meteorology Group.

Maritime

At a very successful first meeting
attended by 19 members, ideas for
the group were discussed followed by
a presentation on “Where does the
Weather come from”. The next
meeting of the group will be held at
The Maldon Little ship Club on The
Hythe on Wednesday October 7 th
starting at 2:30 pm, the subject will
be “Clouds”. All members are very
welcome.
For further details please contact
either Malcolm Case on
01245329435 or John Robson on
01621828236.

The next meeting of the Maritime
Group will be on Monday October 5th
starting at 10:00 am at The Little Ship
Club on The Hythe,
Tony Cuthbert will be giving a talk on
the “Cunard Liners” which should be
very interesting; all members are very
welcome to attend. For further details
please contact Malcolm Case on
01245329435.

Thursday Reading Group.
We do hope you were able to look at
Number 49 Bankside and are
resolved to discover, not only its
history, but the history of the whole
area in which it was built.
A reminder of the book's title
"The House By The Thames" by
Gillian Tindall. The paper back
version was on sale in the shop in the
Tate Modem, but there are at least 12
copies available from Essex libraries.
Beryl McDonell
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Notes

Maritime
Second trip to Trinity House, Harwich
on October 15 th , the coach will leave
the West Maldon Community Centre at
10:00 am prompt (please park your cars
at the far end of the car park), lunch will
be taken locally in Harwich following
the visit to Trinity House. We should
leave Harwich by about 4:00 pm. Please
contact Malcolm Case on 01245329435
if you require any further details

Aviation
We are very fortunate to have Stan
Jarvis MBE coming to talk to us at our
October meeting. That is on Tuesday
20th 2pm at the Maldon Little Ship
Club.
You may remember the article about
him in the U3A news. He was one of
the RAF glider pilots who flew on the
last crossing of the Rhine. He has a real
adventure story to tell. He has given
many talks at U3As and on BBC Essex.
Another memorable meeting for us so
please come along. All members of our
or other U3As are welcome.
Interested? Contact David Arnold on
01621 853866

LUNCHEON CLUB VENUES Times 12.15 pm
TUESDAY 6th October—Queen Victoria, Maldon
Co-ordinator: Mike Wood
Tel. 01245 222839
WEDNESDAY Venue to be advised
Co-ordinator: Paul Costa

Tel. 01621 853893

Note: If you sign up for the lunches and then find you are unable to attend
for any reason, can you please notify the Co-ordinator as soon as possible,
as places have to be booked at the venues.
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Blackwater U3A

Barn Dance
with Metric Foot Band.

Friday 30th October
West Maldon Community Centre
8 - 11 p.m.
Supper included in price
£10
contact Barbara Brand 01621 853218

ROAD CLOSURES—Maldon
Carriageway resurfacing, kerbing, footway and drainage works are to be
undertaken as follows and roads closed accordingly,
North Street and The Hythe are to be closed from 1st September for 5 weeks
Monday to Friday between the hours of 0700 and 1700.
Chelmer Terrace Maldon and Downs Road Maldon are to be closed from
1st September for between 4 and 5 months.
These closures will affect any U3A group which meets at Maldon Little Ship
Club.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

U3A 2010 Diaries
Size 3¼” x 6” Colour - Dark Green
Price £1.90 per diary
Please order and pay for your Diary at the September onwards Meetings or
contact me, Jan Robertson, on 01245 225657.
I have ordered 30 diaries this year, so first come first served.

October Meeting
Wickham Bishops Village Hall at 1.30 pm
Speaker
‘Life in School today’
By Brian Carline
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Weekends (Good Companions)
At our September Coffee Morning we were delighted to welcome four people
who would like to start another group which would run on similar lines to our
existing one. We, unfortunately, cannot cope with a larger membership, as so
many of our meetings take place in houses.
We are, however, offering them the opportunity to join with us in any activity
we undertake in the wider community, until they have established themselves.
For example our Heritage Weekend outings, our visit to Cressing Temple Arts
and Craft Fair and an Evening with one of Kiplings Tommys at the Military
Museum or, indeed, they could, maybe, join us on a trip to Cambridge courtesy
of National Express!.
If you would like to know more then please get in touch with me in the first
instance.
We looked back on our first year and are delighted with our success. Our
weekends have been so interesting because we have been given the opportunity
to partake in so many ventures with friends.
None of us would have done them alone.!
Beryl McDonell
Coordinator
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Two new telephone 'scams'
You will all associate with this one if you have children or
grandchildren
A mother passing by her son's bedroom was astonished to see the bed was
nicely made, and everything was picked up. Then, she saw an envelope,
propped up prominently on the pillow.
It was addressed, 'Mum'
With the worst premonition, she opened the envelope and read the letter, with
trembling hands.
'Dear, Mum.
It is with great regret and sorrow that I'm writing to you. I had to elope with my
new girlfriend, because I wanted to avoid a scene with Dad and you.
I've been finding real passion with Stacy, and she is so nice, but I knew you
would not approve of her, because of all her piercing's , tattoos, her tight
Motorcycle clothes, and because she is so much older than I am.
But it's not only the passion, Mum. She's pregnant. Stacy said that we will be
very happy. She owns a trailer in the woods, and has a stack of firewood for the
whole winter.
We share a dream of having many more children. Stacy has opened my eyes to
the fact that marijuana doesn't really hurt anyone. We'll be growing it for
ourselves, and trading it with the other people in the commune, for all the
cocaine and ecstasy we want. In the meantime, we'll pray that science will find a
cure for AIDS, so Stacy can get better. She sure deserves it!!
Don't worry Mum, I'm 15, and I know how to take care of myself. Someday, I'm
sure we'll be back to visit, so you can get to know your many grandchildren.
Love, your son, Nicholas.
P.S. “Mum, none of the above is true. I'm over at Jason's house.
I just wanted to remind you that there are worse things in life than the school
report that's on my desk"
I love you!
Call when it is safe for me to come home

I received a call from a 'representative' of BT, informing me that he was disconnecting me because of an unpaid bill. He demanded payment immediately
of £31.00 , or it would be £ 118.00 to re-connect at a later date.
The guy wasn't even fazed when I told him I was with Virgin Media, allegedly
VM have to pay BT a percentage for line rental!
I asked the guy's name - the very 'English' John Peacock with a very 'African'
accent - & phone number - 0800 0800 152.
Obviously the fella realized I wasn't believing his story, so offered to
demonstrate that he was from BT. I asked how & he told me to hang up & try
phoning someone - he would dis-connect my phone to prevent this.
AND HE DID !! My phone was dead - no engaged tone, nothing - until he
phoned me again. Very pleased with himself, he asked if that was enough
proof that he was with BT. I asked how the payment was to be made & he said
credit card, there & then. I said that I didn't know how he'd done it, but I had
absolutely no intention of paying him , I didn't believe his name or that he
worked for BT.
He hung up. I did 1471 & phoned his fictitious 0800 number - not recognised.
I phoned the police to let them know , I wasn't the first! It's only just started
apparently but it is escalating.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

One of our members in Danbury had phone call to from the police 'Fraud
Squad'. There had been some irregularities in dealings in his bank account.
Would he confirm his name and address including post code. Which he did.
He was then asked to confirm his bank details, account number and sort code
then he realised that something felt wrong. So he put the phone down.
He then rang the police - they new nothing of it. He rang the bank and neither
did they.
A little later a different person rang using his name and asked for him to ring
back and confirm it was actually a genuine call from the police and gave him a
number. He rang 1471 but the number was 'unavailable'. He didn't ring it and
they didn't ring back again.
It was a complete hoax or scam as they call it now. Fortunately he didn't fall
for it. Be on your guard, don't believe anyone on the phone!
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2009 CALENDAR—Dates for your Diary
List of Events and Outings during the year.

Globe Visit - “Troilus & Cressida”
All's Well That Ends Well. Sorry wrong play, but this sums up our
annual visit to the Glo be this year!!
I know that quite a number of us were not sure that we should go and
see one of Shakespeare's plays about which we knew so little, but go
we did and here follows our members comments:
Needed a lot of concentration in order to follow the plot., but pleased I have seen it
as most of the actors were excellent and some outstanding.
Young Cassida and old Pandaras gave performances I would hate to have missed.
The descent into madness was brilliantly executed.

Wed. 23 Sept
Thurs. 24 Sept
Mon. 28 Sept
Wed. 4th Nov
Thurs. 15 Oct
Thurs. 22 Oct
Sat. 21 Nov.
Fri. 8 Jan

Brain of Essex U3As Quiz Day
Quiz—Maldon Town Hall—Social
Visit to Copped Hall & Waltham Abbey—Local History
Gardeners’ Worcester Trip Presentation & Talk
Trip to Trinity House, Harwich - Maritime
“Sixties Evening” Maldon Town Hall - Social
Beetle Drive, Langford Village Hall - Social
Ceilidh— Social

Further details of the above events available from your Co-ordinator or in the
Newsletter.

Thought Matthew Kelly and Paul Hunters' portrayals were very good. I was sorry
Hector had to die, because I had fallen for him!
Found it difficult to disentangle the plot, even though I had a crib sheet!
Good music with exhilarating drumming at the end.

Gardeners

Music accompaniment was wonderful.

Our last gardening outing to St. Helens in Stebbing was most interesting.
A 1 acre plot completely transformed by the owners over the past 20 years to a
garden with lots of surprises, a large pond, summer house, tree house and
winding paths everywhere between the controlled planting. A wonderful place
for children to play.

A good production, but the story was difficult to follow.
Our first visit to the Globe, so did not know what to expect, but we enjoyed it.
Excellent cast.
It gave me the experience of seeing, what was to me, an unknown Shakespeare play
and which remained so, because I found it difficult to follow the plot!
Several of the actors were recognizable from the TV and I thought overall it was a
good production.
As a traditionalist, I wish they would not mess with the text. Not the best Globe
production, but. like the curate's egg, good in parts. Ulysses was excellent.
A difficult play to follow and therefore difficult to get involved!

Tuesday, 6th October is a Plant Swap at my house, at 2.30 pm.
(I do not bake cakes, any offers to bring some?)

Wednesday, 4th November—Mundon Village Hall at 2.30 pm.
We are having a Powerpoint presentation of our Worcester trip in June
plus a talk by Brian Wickendon on ‘Colour for all Seasons’.
We visited Mr. Wickendon’s garden in St. Osyth in May this year.
All members are welcome to join us.

Plenty of energy, but little substance.
Thank heavens for purple Trojans and blue Greeks. which lessened the confusion
engendered by the complicated plot.

Jan Robertson

We enjoyed the play much more than we thought we would. A good performance,
especially the fighting with all the blood and gore and Hector!
A very 'bloody tragedy'!
Beryl McDonell
Page 14

Page 7

GROUPS' UPDATE
September is a good month for all our group activities to restart, after a short
break, so check out their venues and times with the appropriate coordinator.
It is also an appropriate time to perhaps start a new one as John Robson and
Malcolm Case are about to do. By the time you read this Newsletter, hopefully,
it will be up and running. I am, of course talking about a group looking at
"Climate and Weather" - Meteorology

A Tourist Nightmare

The tour coach climbs Swiss mountains high
On roads that seem to reach the sky
Whilst views below seem heaven-sent
Its time to make that great descent
On twisting paths and sharpened bends
I really feel life`s at an end
So far below the promised land
I`m glad that God`s so close at hand
But as we meet the inclined slope
The driver is our only hope !
The chalet roofs they look so small
I wonder which upon I`ll fall
A flowing river there I saw
Not deep enough to break my fall
But then again a useless whim
I`ve just remembered I can`t swim
So here I am just two bends more
To reach the ground I much adore
And as the coach comes in to land
I shake the driver by the hand
Thank the Lord we`ve all survived
He glibly answers “It was just a drive“
So if again our paths should meet
I`ll give my Wife the `Window Seat“
Now there`s a thought but I do hear
Alarm bells ringing in my ears
With all that done and all that said
We`re safely in our hotel bed
The morning’s bright, the sun doth shine
Another day, another climb !

A group started earlier in the Summer,- Botany - has been very active all
through the season finding and categorising plants in and around the Maldon
area, For further information on this get in touch with Veronica Smith.
Monday Table Tennis will have resumed on September14th and Barbara Arnold
and myself look forward to seeing both new and past members on the 2nd and
4th Mondays of each month at 10 am. No leagues just playing for fun and
exercise of course!
Our established groups are looking forward to welcoming newcomers. The
coordinators names and phone numbers are in the Newsletter, so why not contact
them today!
If you are a new member and would like to start a new group, then please do get
in touch with me and I will see that you get all the support you need, A
successful U3A is one where all members play an active role!
Monthly Meetings are the place to hear first hand about the well established
groups and of course the new ones too. So see you on the third Mondays of the
month at Wickham Bishops.
Beryl McDonell
01621 842093
Committee Groups' Coordinator

Groups Needing Help.
Two of our well established groups, namely the Tuesday Reading Group and the
Spanish Group are looking for new members, and, especially, for new leaders, as
Christine Elgin and Wilma Turner would like to step down after many years as
coordinators. If you feel you could help in this matter please get in touch with
me on 01621 842093 It is vital that new people start to take an interest in
organising groups.

Ray Harman

Beryl McDonell
Groups' Coordinator
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Trip to the Shuttleworth Collection and Air Display

THEATRE OUTING
The Mercury Theatre, Colchester
Tuesday, 27 October 7.30 pm

MOZART “THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO”
Mid Wales Opera presents Mozart’s delightful story of Figaro, one
of opera’s most celebrated characters, who is planning to marry his
beloved Susanna.. The course of true love never runs smoothly and
all Figaro’s wit and cunning is required before Mozart’s delightful
masterpiece comes to a happy conclusion.
We have attended several excellent performances by this company
and I am sure this year’s production will not disappoint.
Tickets: £20.
If you would like to go, please sign the list at the General Meeting or
telephone Enid Hall on 01621 891618 as soon as possible please,
and by Friday 2 October, at the latest.
Cheques payable to Maldon U3A should be sent to
Enid Hall,

It’s difficult to condense into a few words the diversity of our experiences on
Sunday 6th September when about twenty U3A members made the coach trip
to the Old Warden Aerodrome. We arrived in good time to tour around the
site before the flying display – we were spoilt for choice as to which areas to
visit. Eight hangars housed vintage cars and other vehicles, a collection of
impressive aircraft including the world’s oldest airworthy aeroplane, the
Bleriot XI Monoplane, and other various related displays. A seventeen-piece
Big Band played wartime numbers to add to the nostalgic atmosphere. Other
parts of the site housed the UK’s largest Bird of Prey Centre and Owl
sanctuary and a large picturesque Regency Garden.
One of my highlights of the day was the opportunity to take a tour around the
line of some of the aircraft involved in the later flying display. The depth of
knowledge of my guide amazed me – she was able to describe the history,
capability, airframe and engine of each aeroplane. I enjoyed being able to get
close up to many of the aircraft so as to peer into the cockpit to see the array
of instruments etc. Standing next to the short ladder attached to the Lysander,
I wondered how WWII secret agents might have felt as they clambered down
onto French soil.
A special treat was the flypast by the Lancaster bomber of the RAF Heritage
Flight. The crowd fell completely silent as we were all asked to imagine that
we were on an airfield in wartime, at dawn, waiting for the last plane to return
safely from a night time mission. As we watched and listened to the throb of
the famous Merlin engines we were all touched by the courage of those brave
airmen. A very moving moment.
Around thirty aircraft in total took to the air in the show, flown by only those
who had attained Test Pilot status. Their skills were astonishing, particularly
the three Barnstormers who demonstrated stunts that included balloon
bursting and limbo flying! Unfortunately we missed the opportunity to see the
Edwardian aircraft flying; they were grounded due to gusty wind conditions –
maybe sufficient reason David to justify a return trip sometime? Everyone
seemed to really enjoy the day. Many thanks David – we appreciated your
hard work in planning and organising such a worthwhile trip.
Rosemary Davis-Smith
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Lunch by the Lock
On a lovely bright sunny day with yachts skimming across the basin when
having carried their chairs and picnics from the car park, which was full when
we arrived, a goodly number settled down to enjoy their picnics and good
company. By the time most people had eaten except Janet, who had had a
glass of wine tipped partly in her lunch the rest down her trousers, the sun
disappeared behind ugly black clouds, the wind got up and it rained!!

Back to the Sixties

There was a general packing up and everybody made a dash for the trees
which being willows were not much of a shelter. With the rain increasing the
general consensus of opinion was that it was in for the afternoon and we may
as well go home. A shame, no time for fun and games As we crossed the lock
the wind rose to a mini tornado and the chair I was carrying acted as a sail.
Needless to say by the time we arrived home the sun came out.

Thursday 22nd October

Mike Wood

Social News
Essex has been about the driest place in the UK this summer, yet it rained on
both the Barbecue and the Picnic!! Who says the sun shines on the righteous?
We look forward to seeing many of you at the Quiz on Thursday 24
September, which will start at 7.00 p.m. at the Town Hall. We will help you
make up teams of no more than six. Tickets, £3 each, are on sale from Janet.
Don't forget to bring your own drinks to oil the little grey cells
Tickets are also on sale for the Sixties Night on Thursday 22 October,
featuring Ray Durrant. This is where our members really come into their own.
We know you have all those old clothes locked away in a trunk somewhere there has to be a mini in there and perhaps a Teddy Boy suit? It promises to be
a great evening, so get your ticket now - £7 - and prepare to Twist and Shout!
Bring drinks and nibbles - only very light snacks will be provided.
Next month we will be selling tickets for the ever popular Beetle Drive on
Saturday 21 November. Watch this space!
dd

Town Hall
Tickets £7
Doors open 7.00 for 7.30 start
featuring Ray Durrant & Rita B
singing Brenda Lee & Connie Francis
Jim ‘Guitar’ Tidmarsh does The Shadows & Duane Eddy
bring your own drinks and nibbles
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tickets available from:

Enquiries:

Janet Buck
01245 227709

Dorothy Denmark
01245 223960

Sixties Evening 22nd October
Please reserve me ….. Ticket(s) @ £7. 00 each
I enclose my cheque for £….

made payable to ‘Maldon & District U3A’

Name(s) of Member(s) ……………………………………
Phone No………………………
Page 10

Page 11

